Abstract. The research problems comprise issues connected with acquiring EU funds for newly established SMEs. The main purpose of the article is to discuss the significance of the EU funds for the establishment of SMEs in the Lubelskie Voivodeship. The research included the following tasks: characterization of selected aid funds, description and assessment of instruments that support the development of the newly established small and medium-sized enterprises as well as presentation of advantages that stem from the implementation of the aid funds in the Lubelskie Voivodeship. In order to meet the aim of the article and to verify the hypotheses elements of statistics, descriptive and tabular analysis were also used. A case study method was also applied.
Introduction
The small and medium-sized enterprise sector (SME) in Poland has a significant impact on the employment level and economic growth of particular regions, as well as the entire country. Small and medium-sized enterprises create new jobs. A major obstacle in the development of small and medium-sized enterprises is the problem with obtaining funds at the initial stage of commencing business activity. Lack of financial resources prevents investments and, furthermore, the enterprise is not competitive, which leads to bankruptcy in the first year of conducting business activity. In
Poland, that percentage value is approximately 26 % (Raport o stanie sektora..., 2015, p. 36).
Poland is a beneficiary of EU funds received under particular financial perspectives. The main goal of these is to reduce disparities between levels of development of the other EU countries (Sikora-Gaca M., Kosowska U., 2014, p. 13). The European Union strives to create a knowledgebased competitive economy. One of the focus areas of assistance under the EU funds is stimulating and supporting entrepreneurship in particular countries and regions. Through the investments in the human capital and development of innovation the EU implements its joint strategy to establish efficient economy. The small and medium-sized enterprise sector contributes to sustainable growth of the entire country. Small and medium-sized companies also improve innovativeness of the Polish economy as well as mitigate the negative effects of economic crises.
Methodology of the study
The Lubelskie Voivodeship, constituting the area of empirical research, is a poorly developed voivodeship. The development of the small and medium-sized enterprise sector is a chance to strengthen its position. However, there are just a few studies connected with the use of the EU funds by newly established SMEs in the Lubelskie Voivodeship. Thus, the topic should be further studied. Another important issue is the assessment of the use of EU funds from the [2007] [2008] [2009] [2010] [2011] [2012] [2013] perspective by people opening their own businesses.
The main purpose of the research was to assess the importance of the selected aid funds in the period of 2007-2013 (the research period was adopted in line with the EU financing perspective) in reference to the establishment of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the Lubelskie Voivodeship. Under the formulated research goal, the following research tasks were selected:
 description of selected aid funds,  characterisation and assessment of instruments supporting the development of the newly established small and medium-sized enterprises in the Lubelskie Voivodeship,  presentation of advantages that stem from the implementation of the aid funds in the Lubelskie 
Research methods

Data collection methods
The basic source of information on the importance of the EU aid funds for small and mediumsized enterprises in the Lubelskie Voivodeship was the data from: The Database of the National Information System SIMIK 07-13, materials made available by the Poviat Labour Offices, the Central Statistical Office, the Polish Agency of Entrepreneurship Development, reference books, and press articles.
Data processing methods
The article mostly analyses the data and information from secondary sources. In order to meet the goal of the paper and to verify the hypotheses elements of statistics, descriptive and tabular analysis were also used. A case study method was also presented.
Methods of result presentation
The research results and the presentation of the collected materials were presented with the use of: the graphical method, the descriptive and tabular method, as well as the analytical method.
Research results and discussion
The role of small and medium-sized enterprises in the economy criterion (Table 1) . It shows the size of the enterprise with the use of measurable parameters in the context of expenditure on its activity or the effects of the conducted activity (Lachiewicz S., Matejun M., 2012, p. 15). The Figure 1 shows the distribution of resources allocated for financing each of the nine priority axes mentioned above. 
Subsidies for newly established micro-enterprises under the Regional Operational Programme for the Lubelskie Voivodeship
Due to the projects co-financed from the EU funds under the European Regional Development 
Conclusions, proposals, recommendations
1) The small and medium-sized enterprise sector has a positive impact on economic growth both on the domestic and regional level. SMEs contribute to a reduction in unemployment on local markets. They also have influence on entrepreneurial attitudes and, thus, an increase in the wealth of the society in a given region. SMEs also have an impact on the regional development by using local resources, attracting investors and using aid programmes available for companies and regions. Small and medium-sized enterprises are also a source of taxes for the local budget. The SME sector is one of the key factors for increasing competitiveness in voivodeships and accelerating the pace of their economic growth.
2) Due to the projects co-financed from the EU funds under the European Regional Development As a result, as many as 331 new companies and 11 social cooperatives were established. From the researched group of people who commenced their own business activity, as many as 361 received bridge support which facilitated them entering the market as entrepreneurs.
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